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HERON HABITAT HELPERS

Board Meeting Minutes – July 14, 2009

Attendees:  KC Dietz, Mary Beth Dols, Hooper Havekotte, Donna Kostka, Kathy Smith, Brad Wakeman, Jenny Nazarko (note keeper).  

Absent:  Herb Foster

The meeting commenced at approximately 7:08pm at the home of Mary Beth Dols.  

Minutes Approval

After review, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Minutes of June 9, 2009, as presented.  In addition, it was agreed that the Draft Minutes of any prior meeting would be sent to the Board for review at least one week in advance of the next meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report

Herb sent his report to the Board in advance of the meeting as he knew he would not be able to attend.  There is little different from last month’s report, though he did say we are getting a little low on cash as we are waiting for two bundles of funds from the Small & Simple grant and the Aquatic III grant.  This represents approximately $3,798.  

Committee Reports   

Outreach Committee:  

Donna reported that the Wildlife Sanctuary Policy report should be finalized and available shortly.  She requested Board approval to move forward with the application for Sanctuary status as the timeframe is likely to be very short and before the next Board meeting in September.  Discussion centered on if there is a downside to such status, which might be neighbors not wanting City bureaucracy to intrude into their backyard, and uncertainty about new rules and regulations.  However, it was noted that before anything were final there would be public meetings, and there would be site-specific rules developed by Parks.  A motion was made to approve Donna moving forward and was unanimously approved.  

KC and Donna have drafted a letter to Superintendent Gallagher asking about who our new Parks representative should be, plus the following list of items:

· Is the voluntary agreement finalized?

· How should we go about correcting inaccuracies on the Parks website?

· What is the official name for Kiwanis Ravine?

· How can we partner with Discovery Park on brochures and nature experts?

· Who should we call for wood chips, etc.?

· Was there a resolution to the recent tree-topping complaint?

· We will be nominating Kiwanis Ravine for WLS status

· Who should we turn to to notify of encroachments on Kiwanis Ravine property?

· We need to notify Terri Dunning that in the transfer of Right of Ways a few areas were missed, which has affected permits for work in the Ravine

The letter was approved and will be copied to Melinda Nichols as well.

Donna has sent 2 emails to the contact person for the Ballard Artwalk, with no response.  She will try once more, and it was suggested she also try calling.  

Donna has not yet seen the minutes from the recent tour of Wolfe Creek to explore the topic of daylighting it.  Still waiting for the City to complete its review of a chart of comparison between Madrona Creek and Wolfe Creek daylighting.  Donna also mentioned that there is a contract out on the question of if daylighting the creek would benefit salmon, and that report is due in mid-August.  

The interpretive sign is in production!  It will have two maps on it, and will be placed at the head of the West Fork.  There will be a top title with 4 sub-titles, including: the Wolfe Creek Watershed, Park Acquisition and Dates, the Great Blue Heron as the City Bird, and Restoration efforts.  The sign should be done in time for the September 11 Day of Caring work party.  

We received a response from the original maker of Henry the Heron costume, Mr. Rick Hemmem, indicating his interest in re-building the costume.  However, he said that it would be difficult to make it less weighty or much cooler.  The estimate was for $1250+/- plus tax.  A motion was made to decline the offer, and was unanimously approved.  The Committee will ask Gisella to please send a Thank You note to Mr. Hemmem.  We will continue to explore other possibilities to make a costume that is light enough for a woman to wear and is cooler.  There were suggestions to contact someone at the Cornish College of Art, or a particular seamstress who works in the Village.  It was also suggested that we contact the Fremont Arts Council as they advise on costumes for the annual Fremont Summer Solstice Festival.  Ideally we would like to have a pattern so duplicates can be made, it can be made cheaply enough to have multiples made, can be storable in a box, and have the ability to make small costumes for children.

The Board determined that the HHH By-Laws, Restoration Reports, maps, meeting minutes will all be posted on the website.  This is essentially the whole manual, minus any personal information.  The purpose is to have one central accessible repository site.  

Councilman Nick Locata has recommended the establishment of an Urban Forestry Commission to include habitats, and not just trees and their care.  As someone mentioned, he wants to be able to see the Forest and the Trees.  The Board agreed to support this proposal and will send a letter.  

Donna said she cannot locate any brochures – last hope is KC, and KC will check.

Lastly, Donna mentioned that she found two life-sized photos of herons, and inquired what should we do with them?  Should we transfer them to cloth?  Laminate them?  Hooper volunteered to look into checking into the cloth transfer option – maybe make them into t-shirts?

Restoration Committee:  

Brad reported that there is not much activity right now as the Ravine is off limits due to the nesting season.  He will be completing a report shortly for the Pro-Parks Levy.  He will also find out if they will be injecting for knotweed this fall.  Recent and upcoming work parties include the small group on July 11, and there is one scheduled for August 8, plus the September 11 Day of Caring.  It seems the Cedar River Watershed work party leader (from Cedar River) was expecting a bit more formality from us with more education about the Kiwanis Ravine.  We agreed that next time we would use the Heron Kit for such joint learning and work events.  

Membership Committee:  

Kathy reported that the Committee is getting the fundraiser organized.   Unfortunately the printer printed the postcard without the photo credit, which was on the final prototype.  She will investigate our options for a refund or reduction in price due to their mistake.  She reported that Jamie Wine from People for Puget Sound has agreed to be the Master of Ceremonies for the fundraiser.  

The mailing party on July 12 was a lot of fun but a lot of work since they printed individual labels and they needed to be placed on each envelope individually.  Next time we will go back to bulk mailing!  

The Newsletter is out, and available on the website as well.  It will stay on a quarterly schedule, with the next one due in October.  Marla will continue to put it together, and the Committee will be responsible to collect articles.  Lynne Knopp, our former editor, will be giving Connie Foster the notebook with all the prior newsletters and Staples card.  

Lastly, it was agreed that the Committee will compile a big master list of all the names from the multiple lists and the Board will review and winnow it down based on collective knowledge.  

Other Business:

Hooper reported that he had attended a get-together put on by One NW, our email server service.  The topic was blogs and twittering, which might be a way to reach a younger audience.  No formal recommendations were made at this time.

He asked the Board members to please take a look at the website now and from time to time to review it for content and suggestions.  

He also said he had gone back and reviewed the proposed language change to the Board operating Policies, and it does not seem to make sense at this point, so this idea is dropped.  

The next meeting will be held Tuesday, September 15 at Hooper’s home.  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.  
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