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HERON HABITAT HELPERS

Board Meeting Minutes – May 12, 2009

Attendees:  KC Dietz, Hooper Havekotte, Donna Kostka, Kathy Smith, Brad Wakeman, Jenny Nazarko (note keeper).  Guest:  Marla Master, Newsletter Producer

Absent:  Mary Beth Dols, Herb Foster 

The meeting commenced at approximately 7:10pm.  

After review, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Minutes of April 14, 2009, as presented at this meeting.  

Treasurer’s Report

Herb is on vacation and so no Treasurer’s Report was presented at the meeting.  He had previously emailed it to the Board.  

Committee Reports   
Outreach Committee:  Donna reported that the Committee had met the prior week, and had established priorities per the Board’s request.  The changes are as follows (see full plan on the website for details):  

- Item 6 – (watchdog activities) made an “A” priority, or complete in 2009

- Item 8 – (“Trees for Herons” campaign) changed fee requested to $300 from $600

- Item 13 – (develop how to send press releases notebooks) made an “A” priority, or complete in 2009

- Item 15 – (quarterly newsletter) changed newsletter producer to Marla Masters.  Kept funds requested to $2000 but hope to use much less with conversion of at least a third of the mailing list to online receipt only

Item 18 – (Seafair) put on hold for this year, hopefully will pick up again next year

Item 22 – (heron cam at Disc Park VC) work on this project, not sure of fund availability but are requesting $800 for equipment

Item 25 – (HHH brochures) made an “A” priority, or complete in 2009

The Board made a motion to approve the Plan with the revisions as outlined by Donna.  Vote was unanimous to approve.  

Other items discussed with this topic include the general goal of the Committee to shift more outreach to online methods from mass mailings.  Hooper, Mary Beth and Connie will work on the mailing list to pare it down as appropriate, and to compare the various lists that seem to be floating around.  Hooper mentioned that One NW Internet service has additional database capabilities should we decide to use them for keeping our lists.  

Restoration Committee:  The turnout for the Earth Day Work Party was disappointingly low, possibly due to not getting a specific group to volunteer.  However, a group had not been targeted as we determined to try to get the neighborhood to attend.  Suggestions were made to contact the local Club Scouts or Camp Fire Kids in the future.  It was also suggested to change our work party next year to a different day than Earth Day, but in the same month.  Turnout numbered about 15 persons, and they truly did get a lot of work done, with planting 200-300 plants in the day!

A Committee meeting will be held June 1, with two main topics:  work parties and monitoring and maintenance work.  Seattle Urban Nature and EarthCorps plan to attend.  June 6 is a work party with the Cedar River Watershed group, and May 16 is a work party with Scott Luchessa.

No update on the Pro-Parks levy at this time.  Committee may send another letter to Superintendent Gallagher since Patty Petesch’s position has been eliminated and we no longer have an official contact with Parks.  

It was also noted that EarthCorps has informed us that they can no longer work directly with Parks due to a prevailing wage issue with the City.  We may need to find other contractors but that will cost us more.  

Membership Committee:  The conversation focused on the upcoming fundraiser.  Kathy informed us that the speaker will be writer/photographer Paul Bannick, who has recently published a well-received book entitled The Owl and The Woodpecker.  The event will be Sunday, August 2.  

The Committee is starting to plan for the September Day of Caring on Friday, September 11.  

Other Business:

There is concern with Patty’s position being eliminated and who our contact would be with Parks.  Also concerns about the Volunteer Agreement, and the Parks Levy work.  

It was mentioned that there are at least three names for Kiwanis Ravine, and we’re not sure which one is the official one?  This will be needed as we move forward with the interpretive sign.  

As an FYI to the Board it was noted that some cedar trees next to the Blue Heron Condominium development have been topped, i.e. their tops chopped off.  No one knows any more than that, and a note was sent to Patty Petesch.  

Donna brought up a few opportunities for grants.  The first is with King County for crew time with the Conservation Corps, and would be due June 26.  A second opportunity exists with Waterworks, for up to $75,000.  This might be more appropriate next year once we have the Wolfe Creek report in hand (due in July).  A third opportunity is with the Taproot Foundation, which provides pro bono professional services.  It is due June 1.  A motion was made for blanket approval if something would be good and useful for the group, i.e. lawyer’s services, document management, mailing list & database management.  It passed unanimously.  

Marla brought up the “vertical Response” concept for requesting volunteers and to fill other needs.  Also, the next newsletter is due to be out June 1.  

A Thank You letter was drafted and sent thanking Lynne for her generous time and effort with the newsletter.  

The next meeting will be held Tuesday, June 9 at the home of Brad Wakeman.  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned slightly early at 8:45 pm.   
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