
Heron Habitat Helpers

Minutes of Public Meeting

October 7, 2008
Meeting was called to order by moderator, Kay Shoudy, at 7:10 p.m..  There were 16 people in attendance.  Kay gave a brief summary about HHH.

Report from Parks Department: Patti Petesch

Patti Petesch, Manager, Environmental Learning Center, Seattle Parks Department was introduced.  Patti explained that she has been working with Christine Henderson on educational opportunities.  She gave a brief update on the city’s new encampment policies.  The homeless people had been evicted from their previous encampment and are now on Parks Department property leased to United Indians of All Tribes (UIATF) in Discovery Park.  As this is not in the lease with the  UIATF the property has been posted and the encampment  will be leaving on Friday. Park Dept. checks every day.  Nike site demolition begins this week.  Motor pool and store building will be removed.

Reorganization in Parks Department has created a new unit, Natural Resources.  The unit  will include people who work in horticulture, the Environmental Learning Center, and heavy equipment crews.  New manager in department will coordinate volunteer groups and environmental stewardship under her direction.  There will no longer be a Discovery Park manager.  The EC will work with “Friends of” groups like HHH and other volunteer groups.  Kyle Griggs can meet with us once a quarter and will be a primary contact.

Earth Corps Report: Rob Anderson   

Rob Anderson, who has been working with Earth Corps for 3 years will now be the main contact person for Kiwanis Ravine.  Rob gave a brief summary about Earth Corps and how they work.  They are in the Ravine all the time and want people to come and see what they are doing.   They are also working on the Sound Transit mitigation project.  The Earth Corps fund raising auction will be on October 25, at the Settle Center Fisher Pavilion and all Corps members will be there.  It will be an international event with a live auction.

Board Retreat: Mary Beth Dols

Mary Beth reported that 16 members had responded and will come.  Need personl to facilitate and United Way suggested Executive Service Corps.  They are a corps of volunteers who work with non-profits.  The Director has requested that the Board meet with her at her office before the retreat which will cost $30/hr.  She has said that we need first to get officers in place so there is structure.  All agreed that this first meeting will take place on October 21 at the offices of the Executive Service Corps.  After the retreat meeting on October 28 and members are heard from, then the Board make decisions about the direction of the organization, validating consensus from the meeting.

East Fork Mitigation Project: Craig Purkey

As Craig was unable to attend the meeting, Donna Koska reported.  The project is mitigation adjacent to the site in the East Fork of the ravine using the $30,000 from the developer for elimination of the roof garden which was required open space.    The project has proven to be quite expensive as there are few native plants in this area and many foreign objects.  Morning Glory has come back but the plantings are good.  Craig needs someone to take over the project.  Suggested David Hutchinson who lives adjacent to the site.  We have a few thousand dollars left, and may be able to get more Earth Corps time.  The wetland here is part of the Aquatic Habitat Grant which has done recent maintenance that looks good.

Aquatic Habitat Grant: Brad Wakeman

2008 was the third and final phase.  The goal was to connect the wetland in East Fork to other forks and to Sound Transit site in central ravine, removing ivy, blackberries and stablizing slopes within 50 feet of the stream.  Have found some new plants, not yet identified, but there are no serious problems.  Micro habitats are forming and there are some very nice wetland areas where walls spread out.  In some very steep areas there are major erosion concerns, but for the most part they have been stabilized.  In-stream stabilization would be nice to slow down water in steep areas but it is not in the project.  Cherry laurel and holly can be removed by digging rather than pesticides, and have also looked into pulling.

Kiwanis Wildlife Corridor: KC Dietz
Have been working five years.  We started in the middle and moved north and south.  Have also created access trail which has heavy use by neighbors to the locks.  Site has changed particularly in the first area cleared which is wet and Piper Willow has thrived.  Worst section of ravine because it is wide open to sunlight.  We have opted not to use herbicide last year on knotweed but went back to it this year because the knotweed is growing and expanding in area Also have a bindweed problem.  Have not weeded in summer because of the birds in new shrub cover, but will do cleanup in the fall.  Neighbors are worried about views and too much forest so we have planted few evergreens, mostly willows and a variety of shrubs that get fairly high.  

Sound Transit Mitigation Project: Rob Anderson
Earth Corps is working in area and it looks good.  The Restoration Committee is going to tour the site on October 15, 10:00 a.m., and will meet at the locks.  The project area begins where the two forks converge and continues to the north downstream.  The site is pretty densely vegetated but seems to be stable. 

Stevens Property: Carol Burton
This project is located at the end of Brygger Drive.  We can only work when there are no nests.  There are three terraces and we have planted 120  plants  on lower and middle.  We planted two dozen Garry oaks but they were accidentally cut down by the Parks Department who were responding to a complaint about possible fire from fireworks.  There will be a work party on November 9 and we will do some planting.  The top terrace will remain meadow, and transition naturally to forest.  Earth Corps will be doing some slope work below Stevens.  We also need to complete work on shed as there is lots of storage capacity there.

Kiwanis Ravine Overlook: Mike Marsh
This site is doing well, very dense now.  There were three work parties during the summer and fall and will be another on October 18.  We have had good survival of the 151 trees of different varieties planted.  There are now 99 trees.  Not so many shrubs survived but have gotten big and thick.  Mountain beavers have been hard on roses.  Paths are needing minor maintenance only.  Everyone feels that people should be able to get in and overlook ravine.

Adjournment 

Kay Shoudy reported that the Wolfe Creek Report was available for lending, or through electronic copies.  Meeting was adjourned about 8:40 p.m.

