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	HHH Board and General Meeting

Tuesday, February 5, 2008

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm




Attendees:  Christine Atkins, Carol Burton, Heidi Carpine, Mary Beth Dols, Connie & Herb Foster, Christine Henderson, Hooper Havekotte, Donna Kostka, Rich Lassman, Kathy & George Smith, Brad Wakeman, Leslie Walker

Welcome and Introduction - by Carol Burton.  

Approval of December 2007 Meeting Minutes – all approved.

Agenda Topics:

Ravine Tour with Tim Gallagher:  new Parks Superintendent.  Tour of Kiwanis Ravine, Overlook and Stevens property scheduled for February 19 with Carol, Brad, Christine and Pam.  Not sure if other attendees from the Parks Dept. will be there, Carol will check.  Will have 1.5 hours with him, and will be beneficial since he now lives in Magnolia.  His two priorities are Sustainability and Health & Fitness.  

HHH Homecoming:  expecting perhaps 60-80 people?  It will be a simple party with Awards, Desserts, Heron Bingo, Heron update and Q&A opportunity.  

Board Meeting March 15:  Will be general meeting and annual elections.  Need 3 new Board members.  Will have an update by Pam Cahn, opportunity for Q&A and tour afterwards like last year.

Earth Day:  Mary Beth also volunteers with People for Puget Sound, and suggested doing a joint tour with HHH in the Ravine for Earth Day.

Daylighting Wolfe Creek:  Donna Kostka recounted that she has been organizing and attending meetings for the last two years to try to gain support for daylighting Wolfe Creek.  The creek ends and goes into a culvert for several hundred feet and then into the sewer plant.  It used to form a freshwater estuary at Salmon Bay which brought in insects and larvae to feed the birds and fish.  There’s no formal money yet, though Seattle Utilities has done some water testing indicating high levels of E.coli.  They meet quarterly.  She is requesting continued HHH support for the initiative.

Grants:  Donna said to date HHH has been awarded $429,690 in grant money, plus another 5 year $190,000 wetland mitigation grant from Sound Transit for a total of $619,690.  She’s hoping to hear in another month about a $1000 Quickstep Grant for plants, cages and erosion control from SPU.  We did not apply for an Aquatic Lands Enhancement Grant; this was postponed until next year.  Christine and Marian are working on a Small and Simple Grant of $15,000 for KRS and KWC. 

Interpretative Signage Plan:  Donna then talked about the need for a professionally done Interpretative Signage Plan for the Ravine.  Estimated cost is around $1000.  She proposed that the Board match the $500 given to us by Greenways for signage to meet the estimated $1000 cost and hire someone to do it.  Seattle Parks says we have to have one, and she then described what it should entail:  a narrative, and then a map with signs marked by A, B, C, etc. with descriptions of A, B, C, etc.  There was a sign on the pedestrian bridge but that was removed because of vandalism.  We have a realtor box with events calendar on West Government Way.   It would be good to have a sign at Fort Street, and/or “No Dumping” signs.  Donna requested giving Carol authority to hire a person for this.  This was not acted on, as there were concerns about paying somebody for this project.  Several other questions came up as to who would be the HHH contract manager for this?  Who would maintain the signs?  Would it be Parks if they got graffiti?  Where would they go?  Does Parks have a policy/plan for signs?  Could we do them where we wanted since there was an agreement with Parks and neighbors at Stevens there would be no signs – they are perceived as encouraging people to visit.  Since George had an interest, he volunteered to do more research and get back to the group at the next meeting.  

Brad mentioned that there was approximately $700 in each of the aquatic land grants for signage, and about $2000-$2100 currently available.  He would need an agreement with SPU before going forward.  

Others suggested making “pocket parks” at street ends like is done in Europe.  We could invite the Boy and/or Girl Scouts to help, or other local interested groups.  

Special Park Status Designation:  Donna and Hooper next talked about their talks with Seattle Audubon Society and enlisting their help with getting Special Park Status for Kiwanis Ravine to make it a bird sanctuary and be able to impose rules “with Teeth”.  Donna, Hooper, and Matt Mega of Seattle Audubon recently went before the Policy Committee of the Seattle Parks Foundation and gave them a handout on the idea (copies were passed out).  They are trying to get special status into the proposed Parks Strategic Plan.  It would have to be reviewed with a full discussion of pros and cons, undergo public comment, etc.  This would be a long term project to get completed.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.  
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