Heron Habitat Helpers meeting 20th September 2007

Notes submitted by Carol Burton

Present: Donna Kostka, Heidi Carpine, Gisele Lovkin, Christine Atkins, Brad Wakeman, Hooper Havekotte, Kay Shoudy, Duff Badgeley, Mary Beth Dols, Dianne Kelso, Carol Burton, Herb Foster, Connie Foster, Rich Lassman.

Agenda approved with the addition of two items.

Treasurer’s report:  We have $6,656 in operating account, $6,434 in endowment account.  Grant balances not yet spent are Russell Family Foundation $15,000 and 3160 Govt. Way $10,154.  John Rundall is contracted to produce the report on Wolfe Creek (Russell Family Foundation grant).

Motion: to buy another canopy for work parties. MSP

New Five Year Plan:  draft was circulated for edits before the meeting.  We went through the revisions and added some more language.  Final version is sent separately by e-mail.

Motion: to approve the new 5 year plan with the changes discussed MSP

Fundraising:  We have purchased 100 HHH tote bags with the HHH logo, they are made of recycled pop bottles and organic cotton.  Tote bags will be given with a Premium membership of $35 or more.  Regular $10 membership is still available.  We are selling memberships, not tote bags.  Please contact Mary Beth for tote bags to recruit new members.

Tuesday 25th Sept Public Meeting at Discovery Park Visitor Ctr. 7 – 8.30 p.m.  Set up will start at 6.30 p.m.

On 19th September Chuck from WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) visited Christine Atkins house to look for a site for a web cam on heron nest.  The alder trees are not as suitable as maples, they are not as strong.  Chuck will continue looking for a viable tree, with nest, in the ravine.  If successful there will be a link on the HHH web site to the web cam on WDFW site.

Grants:  We received $500 from Kodak American Greenways for signs on the pedestrian bridge.  We had asked for $2500.  Kodak indicated they would be flexible, and we would have about 12 months to complete the project.  We have applied to Puget Sound Grantwriters Association (PSGA) for $1500 for signs at the south end of the ravine.  If we get that grant we could add the $500 to it.  We will hear on the PSGA grant in October.  We decided to wait and see if we got the PSGA grant before considering adding HHH funds to complete signs.  We will also need a plan for signage and a lead person to work with the contractor and Parks.

We have applied for $75,000 for Aquatic Habitat Grant #3 but haven’t heard yet if we have it.

Marian and KC may apply for a Small and Simple grant in April 2008.

Restoration:  committee met 17th Sept.  The committee decided to limit or stop using herbicides in the ravine.  Herbicides have been used on knotweed (injected) and laurel (painted).  Work parties are scheduled for 21st Sept at KRS (United Way Day of Caring with Bank of America) and 22nd Sept at KRO and KRS (Seattle Pacific University). 

Watch dog: The mystery of the maple trees cut at KWC was solved.  The Coast Guard cut them to provide sight line for boats with a navigational beacon – there was a mix up on ownership of the property (It belongs to Parks).  Construction at 36th Ave and Govt. Way has cut roots of 5 large cypress trees on the property, and they will most likely die.  SDPD put a stop work order after HHH complained, and the developer has posted a $5,000 bond per tree.  The developer has bought the adjacent house on Govt. Way, and has made a “deal” with the city to use land there to plant replacement trees, after all development is complete. 

Audubon initiative:  Seattle Audubon proposed working more closely with neighborhood groups such as HHH.  Donna suggested 3 ways that HHH and Audubon could work together:  

1. work on special park designation as sanctuary or preserve for Kiwanis Ravine.

2.  increase number of tours of the ravine during nesting season

3.  strengthen habitat protection in the 500 ft buffer zone around Kiwanis Ravine.

We would need a lead for this project.  We have not heard back from Audubon on these suggestions, do not expect an answer before October.  In general we liked the idea of cooperating with Audubon but were not sure if this is too much to take on at this time.  Donna will tell Audubon we are interested and get their reaction.

We still haven’t had training session on using the heron kits.  

The HHH photos and posters used at events such as Summerfest need re-doing.  Gail’s brother could help with enlarging photos, and we could laminate posters.

Motion: to authorize Gisele to spend up to $150 to update the HHH display materials. MSP

A blue charcoal painting of a GBH has been donated to HHH for use in an art sale or other fundraiser.  It needs a frame and protection for the painting.  Heidi has the painting at her house.

Motion: to spend up to $250 to frame and protect the painting.  MSP

Fort Lawton:  David Della announced at hearing on Capehart housing that the city is negotiating to purchase 38 acres next to Discovery Park (i.e. Fort Lawton Army Reserve) with the intent of building 200 homes to replace the Capehart housing.  Christine will follow up with Della’s office and with Christa Dumphys at DON.

Old Business: we still need a secretary.  Duties would include minutes and meeting notes, and keeping HHH administrative records.

Meeting adjourned

