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January 1, 2009
Look for a HERON REPORT in the April 2009 newsletter.  The herons will return in February.
SAVE THE DATE:

Heron Habitat Helpers Annual Meeting, Elections & Ravine Tour

Saturday, February 28, 2009

9:30am – 12:00pm
“PARKS FOR ALL” LEVY PROMISES MONEY FOR KIWANIS RAVINE
by Donna Kostka
Passage of the “Parks for All” levy on November 4 means GOOD NEWS for Kiwanis Ravine.  A part of that levy’s budget is $600,000 for restoration of Kiwanis Ravine’s forest and creek.  The levy also includes a host of other park projects across Seattle. 

When the HHH Board met on December 9, it approved a letter to the Park Superintendent requesting an early start to the restoration work in Kiwanis Ravine.  The levy will go on for six years.  However, because HHH works to protect the herons’ nesting season from disturbance, we try to allow entry into the ravine only during the non-nesting time of the year typically - August or September through January.

 BIG HHH CHANGES AT THE DEC 9, 2008 BOARD MEETING:

We unanimously elected interim officers, for December 2008 through March 2009:

Mary Beth Dols, President

KC Dietz, Vice President

Carol Burton, Secretary

Herb Foster, Treasurer
These new officers are going to work with the board and active members to produce operating policies, work plans and job descriptions for the board and committees to be vote on at the March 2009 meeting.

We agreed to reduce the number of board members from 12 to 7 at the March 2009 elections and to reduce the number of committees to 3.  

We set the date of monthly board meetings for the 2nd Tuesday of each month in 2009.  These meetings are open to everyone.  We invite you to join us on February 10th and March 10th to find out more about our activities!
HHH WINS $40,000 GRANT TO STUDY FISH BENEFITS
by Donna Kostka
Recently HHH heard that it was awarded $40,000 for a biological assessment of Chinook benefits that could happen if Wolfe Creek were daylighted through Commodore Park.  The award was from King County’s WRIA8 Group that is managing the recovery of Chinook populations in the Lake Washington and Cedar Creek Watershed. 

Wolfe Creek originally carved Kiwanis Ravine’s steep slopes thousands of years ago.  However, about a hundred years ago, the City re-engineered Wolfe Creek away from its natural outlet into Salmon Bay.  The creek was diverted into a culvert at the north end of Kiwanis Ravine.  The culvert takes the creek water to the West Point Treatment Plant, which poses a double problem.  It adds clean water to the wastewater that must be treated at the plant.  And it prevents the oxygenated fresh water from providing a fresh/salt water mixing zone where Chinook migrating up and down the Ship Canal can rest and gain sustenance.
HELP WANTED:
We have a plethora of interesting volunteer jobs. Here’s just a sample.
Assistant Webmaster – 

Hooper Havekotte, our HHH webmaster, would like to recruit a “backup” who is familiar with HTML to help him maintain our http://heronhelpers.org/ website.  You can help him write stories, post photos, update news. Contact Hooper -  4.hooper.4@comcast.net 
  
Hospitality Team –

Would you like to serve coffee and sandwiches to our hard-working restoration volunteers?  Bake cookies?  Slice bagels?  Meet’n’greet?
Contact Carol Burton - ctburton7@comcast.net
Handyman – 
Do you have tools laying around the house dying to be used?  HHH has a need for your enthusiasm and handy work.  We need help finishing the interior of a wooden shed
PLEASE see our website for full details:   http://heronhelpers.org  or
Contact Mary Beth Dols - mbdols@comcast.net to learn more.

FREE “SOUND STEWARDSHIP” TRAINING

People For Puget Sound is offering a series of classes on shoreline restoration, including weed control, planting techniques, shoreline ecology and monitoring protocols. Classes begin in February 2009.

For details: http://www.pugetsound.org/act/restore/09centralSS or Mary Beth Dols: mbdols@pugetsound.org
Heidi Carpine – Tour Guide Extraordinaire
by Connie Foster

One of Seattle’s most cherished gift certificates entitles the holder to a “Walk on the Wild Side - A Guided Tour of Magnolia’s Kiwanis Ravine”.    Over the past eight years Heidi Carpine has lead over a hundred tours. Tourists have included members of the Seattle City- and King County Councils as well as staff from the Department of Neighborhoods.  In May 2008, Tim Gallagher, Seattle Parks Department’s new Superintendent joined Heidi and other HHHers for a tour and refreshments.  “The Tour” has become a favorite auction item at non-profit fundraisers with groups such as League of Women Voters, The Compass Center, The LATCH Program and Magnolia Lutheran Church featuring it every year.  A group of students from The Crest Learning Center, from Mercer Island High School, came for a tour in February 2008 and chose HHH to be the recipient of a $1,200 donation.  Gary Chittim, the Environmental Reporter at KING 5 TV, toured March 15, 2008, and produced a wonderful TV news story prompting several calls to Heidi.  In March 2007, Colin McDonald, of the Post-Intelligencer, wrote an expansive article that included a map and wonderful pictures.  Many folks had his article in hand as they searched for the Ravine’s boundaries by Heidi’s home.  If she was in her garden she dropped her trowel and took them on a “spur of the moment” tour.  She even has an “easy” tour for people using canes and walkers.

March and April are the busiest tour months.  The herons have returned to the Ravine and begun courtship and housekeeping activities.  The grove of alders, where all this takes place, has few leaves so the viewing is ideal!  They view maps of the Ravine and she brings out the Heron Kit so folks can touch the heron’s foot or egg, and other materials in the kit.  They are also shown pictures of the Ravine’s nests from prior years.  Now they’re ready!  Most folks bring binoculars and many bring telescopes.

Tours usually begin with a walk to the Atkins backyard, an HHH neighbor right on the Ravine.  At a fundraiser in the Atkins backyard, in the early days of HHH’s history, offering tours was discussed as a way to have folks understand the relationship between the Ravine’s Wildlife Corridor and the Great Blue’s Flyway.  Heidi started taking friends to the backyard.  As the Ravine’s restoration progressed she added other viewing sites which included the area called “The Overlook” at Ohman Place, the view of the alder grove from the Pedestrian Bridge, up a block from The Locks and Commodore Park, the huge Wildlife Corridor by Heidi’s home and lastly the new site at the Stevens Property.  Heidi says that leading a tour is fun.  She’s met so many folks who “love” the Great Blue Heron and thank her for a tour that educates them about its habitat and how it must be protected.  Heidi’s generosity with her time is truly extraordinary.  On a Saturday last October, a call came from the mother of 3 high school aged sons asking if a tour was possible that afternoon.  The sons were late getting their school’s environmental requirement completed.  She met them wearing an elegant blue dress and heels.  She showed them the maps and reviewed the tour route but added that she would not be able to accompany them – her daughter was getting married in an hour and the photographer was arriving momentarily to take mother of the bride photos!!!
HHH 2009 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

We will soon be mailing out our 2009 membership renewal letters.

Help us save on postage and paper by mailing your $10 dues along with all your contact information on the following form.
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email please send your email address to info@heronhelpers.org
Please help Heron Habitat Helpers protect great blue herons and other wildlife that depend on Kiwanis Ravine for survival.  Memberships are $10.00 per household, per year.  Send your check in today to show your support and help defray costs.  Additional donations are always appreciated.  

Name:_______________________________________________________

Address:_________________________City:_____________State/Zip:____
Phone: ________________E-mail:__________________________

Send HHH news via e-mail:________
Membership fee of $10.00 is attached: $________________

Plus a contribution of: $____________Total: $_________________

Make checks payable to Heron Habitat Helpers;  HHH, P.O. Box 99815, Seattle, WA  98139-0815         THANK YOU!
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