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HERON HABITAT HELPERS

Annual Meeting Minutes – February 28, 2009

The Annual Meeting of HHH began with festivities for children and adults alike at 10:00 am at the Discovery Park Visitors Center.  

There were several years’ worth of scrap books to look at, a video of the herons’ mating and nesting habits, the educational school kits were opened up for show and tell, and the kids had art projects to work on.  We also noshed on delicious treats that were homemade by Susan Bouton while drinking coffee and socializing.  

At approximately 10:45 KC Dietz called the meeting to order.  She welcomed everyone to our Annual Meeting and Celebration of the return of the Herons to the Kiwanis Ravine Rookery.  She then introduced various members of the Board and other VIPs, including Ann Takekawa of the Small and Simple grant organization, Rob Anderson of EarthCorps, Tim Gallagher the Superintendent of the Seattle Parks, and Randy Lewis and Cindy Peterson of the United Indians of All Tribes Foundation and the Daybreak Star Cultural Center.  

KC also recognized and thanked SDOT, Green Seattle Partnership, Washington Native Plant Society, Starbucks and the Crest Learning Center for all their continued and valued contributions to the work we do.  

Next, KC reviewed a list of the multiple accomplishments of the group in 2008, as follows:

· Completed year 6 of volunteer restoration at Kiwanis Ravine Overlook and  year 5 of volunteer restoration work at Kiwanis Wildlife Corridor.

· Won a $75,000 Aquatic Habitat Grant and conducted our third year of restoration along the steep slopes of Wolfe Creek, south of Fort Street, under contract with Earth Corps.

· Continued the East Fork Rooftop Mitigaton Project, funded by the 3150 W. Government Way Developer, and completed year 2 of restoration with assistance of EarthCorps.

· Continued restoration of Kiwanis Ravine at Stevens, an acre of land recently purchased by Seattle Parks – and initiated a $15,000 Small and Simple grant from Seattle’s Department of Neighborhoods.

· Continued working with Sound Transit and its partner EarthCorps for its wetlands mitigation work in the north half of the ravine.

· Held a seventh Birthday Party attended by about 75 people at Daybreak Star.  Introduced a “Heron Bingo” game to attendees.  Conducted a separate annual meeting and tour of the ravine for members.

· Conducted 19 work parties for volunteers.  Led tours for City officials.  Also, sponsored “tables” at various events and “Henry the Heron” in the Magnolia Sea Fair parade.

· Continued meeting quarterly with stakeholders to study daylighting Wolfe Creek through Commodore Park.  Completed a $15,000 grant from The Russell Family Foundation to fund a White Paper on feasibility issues, and won a $40,000 grant from King County’s WRIA8 group to do a biological assessment of Chinook Benefits of a Daylighted Wolfe Creek.

· Continued our membership campaign and granted $10,000 of HHH’s General Funds for restoration projects in the ravine.   

A brief financial update was also mentioned, as below:

	Cash Receipts and Disbursements

	For 12 Months ended February 28, 2009

	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	

	
	Grants
	
	$54,778 

	
	Donations
	
	3,035 

	
	Membership dues
	1,045 

	
	   Total
	
	58,858 

	
	
	
	

	Disbursements
	
	70,256 

	
	
	
	 

	
	Net
	
	 $ (11,398)

	
	
	
	 

	Assets
	
	

	February 28, 2009
	

	
	
	
	

	Cash
	
	

	
	General fund
	$9,924 

	
	Endowment fund
	6,788 

	
	   Total
	
	$16,712 

	
	
	
	

	Receivables
	
	$3,523 


It would have been hard to have been so productive in 2008 without the great assistance of our Volunteer of the Year, Connie Foster!  Connie runs so many things behind the scenes, including maintaining the member lists database, mailings, thank you notes, and lastly, making sure her husband Herb keeps up with the financial records!  Connie was awarded a lovely 2’ tall bronze heron statue.  Thank you Connie!

KC then discussed our plans for 2009, with four main points:

· we will work with the Parks Dept. on how best to use the $600,000   granted to Kiwanis Ravine by the voters last fall;

· pursue Wildlife Sanctuary status for the Ravine;

· continue tree preservation efforts; and

· educate the public about the herons and the Ravine, and advocate for them

We next had a brief explanation of some of the re-organizing work the Board and other volunteers did in the fall, which we believe has led to a revitalized and streamlined group.  The Board has been cut to 7 members from 12, and we have formally structured the three primary committees with lists of duties and responsibilities to eliminate guessing, confusion and overlap, and to make us a more nimble organization.  The officer positions will remain as the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The other three Board positions will be made up of the Chairpersons of the newly re-formed Restoration, Membership and Outreach Committees.  An officer will sit on each of the Committees as well, with the Treasurer remaining separate but equal and non-partisan in his duties.

KC then asked the group to recognize the outgoing Board members, and give them a big round of applause and thanks.  They were:  Christine Atkins, Carol Burton, Heidi Carpine, KC Dietz, Mary Beth Dols, Herb Foster, Hooper Havekotte, Christine Henderson, Dianne Kelso, Donna Kostka, Giselle Lovkin, and Kay Shoudy.  

The outgoing Board did present a slate of nominees for the new Board positions as follows:


KC Dietz – President, and member of the Restoration Committee


Hooper Havokotte – Vice President and member of the Outreach Committee


Mary Beth Dols – Secretary and member of the Membership Committee


Herb Foster – Treasurer


Brad Wakeman – Chair of the Restoration Committee


Donna Kostka – Chair of the Outreach Committee


Kathy Smith – Chair of the Membership Committee

After inquiring if there were any write-in nominations from the floor, and not finding any, all members in good standing in attendance were asked to vote on the slate.  The vote passed unanimously in favor of the slate.

With no questions from the floor, all the many children were asked to parade up to the front to show off their talent with the many creative crafts projects they completed during the meeting.  They were wonderful!

Lastly, it was time to break into 3 groups and take tours of the Ravine and attend the Blessing Ceremony of the Kiwanis Ravine at Stevens given by the United Indians of All Tribes Foundation representatives from the Daybreak Star Cultural Center. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned about 11:15 am.   
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